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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Ashbourne  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Eeport,  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1901. 


AREA  etc. 


The  area  of  the  District  is  69,674  acres,  and  is 
divided  into  43  parishes. 

The  Noithern  portion  of  the  District  lies  on  the 
Mountain  Limestone ; the  Middle  poition  on  Millstone 
Grit  and  Shale ; the  Southern  portion  on  Bunster  Sand- 
stone, Keuper  Sandstone,  and  Keuper  Marl. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Stone-quarrying  in  the 
Northern  part  of  the  District  the  population  is  almost 
entirely  engaged  in  farming,  more  especially  dairy- 
farming. 
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VITAL  STATISTTCR. 

Population.  The  population  when  the  census 
was  takeu  was  found  to  be  10,440,  that  is  a decrease  of 
19'2  since  the  census  of  1891,  as  compared  with  a decrease 
of  161  during  the  preceding  ten  years.  The  population 
of  the  whole  District  estimated  to  June  30th,  would  thus 
be  10,439,  but  if  the  populations  of  the  parishes  be  taken 
sepai-ateiy  to  the  nearest  whole  figure,  and  added,  it 
makes  it  10,440. 

The  Natural  Increase  in  population  (that  is,  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  registered  in  the  district)  is  135,  as 
compared  with  103,  the  natural  increase  during  the 
previous  year.  Each  year  there  has  been  a natural 
increase  in  population,  hence  the  total  decrease  in 
population  is  due  to  emigration  ; this,  I believe  to  be  due 
t'hiefly  to  the  apparently  better  wages  to  be  earned  in 
towns  (with  more  leisure  time),  the  decreased  amount 
of  labour  employed  in  farming,  and  also  to  deficient 
accommodation  for  the  working  classes  in  the  country. 

Births.  There  were  '2S2  Births  registered  in  the 
District  during  the  year,  143  males  and  139  females, 
equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  27  per  thousand  of  population 
as  compared  with  23'3  the  rate  for  the  preceding 
year,  27-5  the  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  and 
27'2  the  rate  for  all  rural  districts  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1901. 

Deaths.  There  were  147  Deaths  registered 
durins  the  year,  74  males  and  73  females,  equal  to  an 
annua'  rate  of  14  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared 
with  13'3  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year;  14'5  the  rate 
for  the  preceding  ten  years;  and  lo  ? the  rate  for  all 
rnr.il  districts  in  England  and  Wales  during  1901. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  (that  is,  deaths  occurring 
among  children  less  than  twelve  months  old)  was  31, 
equal  to  an  annual  rate  109‘9  per  thousand  births,  as 
compared  with  83’3  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year  ; 88 
the  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  ; and  138  the  rate 
for  rural  England  and  Wales  in  1901.  Of  these  deaths 
among  infants : — 

6 were  due  to  Premature  Birth. 

6 ,,  Eespiratory  Diseases. 

6 Convulsions. 

6 ,,  Debility,  &c. 

'2  „ Zymotic  Diarrhcea. 

3 Whooping  Congli. 

1 was  due  to  Malformation 

1 ,,  Croup. 

The  Zymotic  Mortality  was  7,  equal  to  an 
annual  rate  of  0-6  per  thousand  of  population,  as  com- 
pared with  0'48,  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year  ; 0 6 the 
rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years;  and  1-55  the  rate  for 
rural  England  and  Wales  in  1901.  Of  these  deaths,  5 
were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  2 to  Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis.  There  were  5 deaths  due  to  Phthisis, 
equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  0-47  per  thousand  of  population 
as  compared  with  0-77  the  rate  for  the  previous  year, 
and  I'O  the  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 


In  addition  to  these,  ^ persons  died  from  other 
Tl'bercclar  Disease,  giving  a total  death  rate  from 
Tubercular  Disease  of  0 67  per  thousand  of  population, 
as  compared  with  1'06  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Respiratory  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis), 
accounted  for  30  deaths,  namely,  11  from  Bronchitis, 
17  from  Pneumonia,  and  2 from  other  Respiratory 
Diseases,  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  2‘87  per  thousand 
of  population  as  compared  with  1-45  the  rate  for  the 
preceding  % ear. 

Heart  Diseases  caused  17  deaths,  equal  to  an 
annual  rate  of  1-62  per  thousand  of  population,  as 
compaied  with  1-84  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year. 

Influenza  accounted  for  9 deaths,  equal  to  an 
annual  rate  of  0’S6  per  thousand  of  population,  as 
compared  with  0.77  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year. 

Cancer  caused  6 deaths,  equal  to  an  annual  rate 
of  0 57  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with 
1'26  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  only  13  cases  notified  to  me  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  30  cases  during  the  preceding  year. 

Sc.arlet  Fever.  There  were  six  cases  notified, 
these  occurring  in  4 different  houses  ; one  of  the  houses 
was  already  infected  at  the  end  of  the  year  1900  ; in  the 
case  of  two  other  houses  (2  cases  in  each)  the  infection 
was  traced  to  sources  outside  your  District,  in  the 
remainiug  case  the  exact  source  of  infection  was  not 
discovered.  The  cas^  rate  was  0'57  per  thousand  of 
population,  as  compared  with  2'o2  the  rate  for  the 
preceding  year;  the  mortality  was  nil.  The  District  has 
been  much  freer  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  past  year 
than  in  any  of  the  preceding  5 years. 
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Diphtheria.  There  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
notified,  ending  in  recovery,  giving  a case  rate  of  0 09 
per  thousand  of  population.  A child  died  in  the  sarhe 
house  a few  days  before  the  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified,  and  before  it  could  be  seen  by  a medical  man  ; 
the  matter  was  therefore  reported  to  the  Coroner  who 
gave  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  child  died  probably 
from  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs.  On  considering  the 
history  of  the  case  as  given  by  the  parents,  and  having 
the  second  case  of  illness  before  us,  I agreed  with  Dr. 
Maclean,  the  medical  man  in  charge,  that  the  first  child 
almost  certainly  died  from  Diphtheria.  The  diagnosis 
of  the  case  notified  was  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
examination,  carried  out  by  Professor  Leith  of  Birming- 
ham University. 

Erysipelas.  There  were  6 cases  notified  with  no 
death,  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  0'57  per  thousand  of 
population,  as  compared  with  0-38  the  rate  for  the 
preceding  year. 

No  other  cases  of  “Notifiable  Disease”  were 
reported  during  the  year. 

•Influenza  was  prevalent  in  several  parts  of  the 
District  in  the  first  three  or  four  months  of  the  year, 
accounting  for  9 deaths,  chiefly  among  people  advanced 
in  years. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  Hartington 
Town  Quarter  and  Parwich  in  January  and  February, 
and  at  Hognaston  in  Julv. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  parts 
of  London  in  May,  traced  to  the  Milk  supply.  I was 
provided  with  a list  of  farms  (some  twenty  in  number;  in 
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your  District,  sending  milk  to  the  District  affected,  but 
failed  to  find  any  suspicion  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  any  of 
them.  The  infection  was  subsequently  traced  to  another 
District  supplying  milk. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  decided  to  join  the 
Councils  of  the  Ashbourne  Urban  District,  and  the 
Mayfield  Eural  District,  in  providing  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  the  two  County  Councils  concerned  have 
been  applied  to  for  the  necessary  powers.  At  present 
we  have  no  proper  means  of  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
dise  ase,  other  than  a tent,  and  that  tent  has,  I believe, 
so  far  never  been  used. 

All  houses  infected  with  dangerous  infectious 
disease,  e.g..  Scarlet  Fever,  are  disinfected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  close  of  the  case,  unless  a 
trained  nurse  be  in  attendance  who  undertakes  the  work  ; 
during  the  illness  disinfectants  are  supplied  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  past 
year  four  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  these  being  the  houses  infected  with  Scarlet 
Fever. 

SAXITAEY  WOEK. 

I append  a table,  prepared  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  of  work  done  during  the  year,  but  this  table 
does  not  shew  the  real  amount  of  work  done.  It 
frequently  falls  to  the  lot  of  your  Sanitary  Officers  to 
make  suggestions  for  minor  improvements,  and  these, 
usually  being  carried  out  without  further  trouble,  they 
are  not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  I may 
liere  remind  the  Council  that  we  changed  our  Sanitary 
Inspector  early  in  the  year,  and  the  District  being  so  wide 
it  has  taken  him  a little  time  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  existing  condition  of  affairs. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector,  or  his  Assistant,  inspects 
the  whole  District  every  fortnight,  taking  the  various 
parishes  more  partcularly  in  turn. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  the  Southern  part  of  the  District,  lying  on  the 
Sandstone,  Water  is  fairly  plentiful,  but  in  the  Northern 
part,  on  Mountain  Limestone,  the  supply  is  very  scanty, 
indeed  several  houses  depend  on  stored  rain  water 
entirely. 

At  Middleton-by-Wirksworth  there  is  a public 
supply  from  springs,  the  water  being  stored  in  a reservoir. 

At  Alsop-en-le-Dale  water  is  provided  from  a 
spring  in  Dovedale  by  the  Landlord. 

Other  parts  of  the  District  depend  on  well-springs’ 
and  stored  rain  water. 

During  the  year  the  supply  for  the  upper  end  of 
Brassington  has  been  improved  in  quality,  the  well 
having  been  cleaned  out  and  protected  from  the  pollution 
previously  complained  of.  The  water  was  analysed  in 
September,  and  declared  satisfactory  ; it  is  proposed  to 
examine  it  again  in  the  coming  summer. 

At  Thorpe  and  Kirk  Ireton  improved  supplies  are 
under  consideration. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging  in  the  District.  On 
account  of  the  deficient  water  suppL’  it  is  not  found 
advisable  to  adopt  water-closets,  and  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  privy-middens  are  used,  though  several  earth 
closets  have  been  recentlv  introduced. 
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The  question  of  Sewage  Disposal  at  Middlkton- 
BY-WiEKswoRTH  must  be  considered  ; at  present  the 
sewage  is  discharged  into  an  old  mine,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  say  where  it  goes  to  from  there,  as  it  may  enter  some 
of  the  numerous  cracks  in  the  limestone.  The  Eoyal 
Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal  issued  an  interim  Eeport 
in  July,  greatly  in  favour  of  the  bacteriological  treatment 
of  Sewage,  and  probably  one  of  these  methods  will  be 
found  most  suitable  for  IMiddleton. 

.\t  Eappleton  the  question  of  Sewage  Disposal 
has  been  before  the  Council  for  two  years,  and  a Com- 
mittee was  elected  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  but  so  far 
no  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  existing 
conditions,  namely,  a practically  stagnant  ditch  during 
a large  part  of  the  year. 

At  P.tEwiCH  the  Sewage  discharges  a little  way 
below  the  village  into  a small  stream  w'hich  takes  its  rise 
a quarter  af  a mile  above  the  village  ; this  stream  then 
runs  as  an  open  ditch  through  more  than  a mile  of 
meadow  land,  and  is  provided  with  sluices  to  enable  th© 
f:j-mers  to  turn  the  water  on  to  the  land  for  the  purpose 
of  fertilizing  i‘.,  a larger  stream  is  joined  near  to  Brad- 
bourne  Mill;  after  the  sewage  joins  the  first  stream,  I 
think  it  will  be  found  sufficiently  diluted  (during  most  of 
the  year  at  all  events)  to  conform  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Local  Goverment  Board';  I propose  however  to 
have  samples  taken  for  analysis  in  the  coming  summer 
when  the  dilution  is  at  its  lowest. 

At  H.\etingtox  during  a large  po3'tion  of  the  year 
the  Sewage  is  well  diluted  by  a stream  running  under- 
gi’ound  through  the  village,  but  in  dry  weather  this 
stream  fails ; the  Sevage  flows  through  an  open  ditch 
from  a little  wav  below  the  village  to  the  river  Dove.  In 
this  case  also  I propose  to  take  samples  of  effluent  for 
analvsis. 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  have  been  28  names  added  to  the  Register 
of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  during  the  year,  making  a total 
of  266.  Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  District  to  control 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  but  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  serve  any  notices  for  infringement  of  them 
during  the  year. 

One  cow  was  found  by  the  Inspectors,  working 
under  the  Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health  for  Manchester,  to 
be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis;  the  animal  appeared  quite 
healthy,  but  the  disease  was  detected  by  the  Tuberculin 
test  ; the  cow  was  at  once  separated  off  from  thp  main 
herd,  and  fattened  for  killing. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BAKE  HOUSES. 

No  Register  has  at  present  been  kept  of  these, 
but  they  are  frequently  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and,  at  intervals,  by  myself.  As  a rule  they  are  found 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES. 

No  Register  has  so  far  been  kept  of  thesp,  but  I 
would  point  out  that  it  is  now  compulsory  for  the  Council 
to  do  so;  this  will  greatly  facilitate  the  inspection  of  them 
by'  your  Sanitary  Officers.  During  the  year  I inspected 
25  workshops,  but  that  does  not  represent  the  total 
number  in  the  District. 

There  are  no  Comiiox  Lodging  Houses  nor 
Canals  in  the  District. 
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With  regard  to  the  above  matters  I should  say 
that  the  most  urgent  requirements  in  the  District  are  : — 

1.  To  hurry  on  the  arrangements  for  an  Isolation 
Hospital  as  much  as  possible. 

2.  To  improve  the  water  supply  at  Thorpe  and 
Kirk  Ireton. 

3.  To  arrange  for  proper  Sewage  Disposal  after 
purification  at  Middleton-by-Wirksworth  and  Mappletoii. 

4.  To  keep  a Register  of  Fa.ctories  and  Workshops 
so  that  these  may  be  properly  inspected  by  your 
Officers. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHAS.  E.  POTTER 


Pancidi. 

Februai  ij, 


